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Walking in the shoes of John the Baptist 

 
When I was a child I enjoyed walking in the footprint of others on the beach. Sometimes their 
strides would be wide and far apart which made it difficult for me to follow. Today we could 
continue walking in the shoes of John the Baptist. 
 
On this second Sunday of the Advent journey, the Word of God is announced to us as it was written 
in the book of Isaiah and fulfilled in the ministry of John the Baptist. Long ago God declared: "I am 
sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; the voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight'". We are familiar with the 
message, "Prepare the way of the Lord," for it was the central message of John the Baptist, the one 
whom God had sent to set the stage for the coming of Jesus as the saviour of the world. 
 
The scriptures tell us that John was somewhat strange. He did not conduct liturgies in a nice church 
sanctuary or stand behind a nice pulpit and deliver sermon to an attentive congregation. No, John 
took his message to the streets! If John were here today, he would probably be around Martin Place 
in the city. He would be right in the centre of the holiday shopping crowd as they counted down the 
"shopping days till Christmas" next to the Salvation Army kettle and the street musicians. 
 
There he would be shouting and yelling, "Repent and Prepare the way of the Lord!" Yes, many 
people today would not pay much attention to John or his message. But we should pay attention, 
because John is telling us important things, things we need to know as we wait for the Lord. He is 
telling us to be faithful to the Lord and faithful to the reign of God. He is telling us that life can be a 
wilderness in which it is hard to hear God's word. John is telling us to be prophetic and speak the 
word of the Lord. He is telling us not to be overly concerned with exterior things like our 
appearance, but to concentrate on the condition of our souls. Lastly, John is telling us to keep tuned 
in to the reality of God's reign and to tell others about the coming of the Lord, no matter how 
hopeless we think the cause may be. 
 
During this week of Advent, remember to prepare the way of the Lord within your life and in within 
your own soul and let the ministry of John the Baptist inspire you. In you’re our own way, go and 
tell others to "prepare the way of the Lord." The Messiah came and made his mark, but many 
believed and others did not. The scriptures of Advent express the watchfulness and waiting of 
God’s people, forming the model and inspiration for us as we continue to watch and wait for our 
Saviour’s coming. What we need to do is learn from their failures and successes, in order for us not 
to be so neglectful of Christ’s continued arrival in our lives. An awareness of our hearts during this 
month can help us to accomplish a more meaningful journey in Christ. 
 
It is said that if Advent had a patron saint it would be John the Baptist because he was the last of 
that long line of prophets who prepared God’s people for the coming Messiah. Let us continue to 
proclaim the work of our Lord in our lives. 
 
Shalom. 

_____________________________ 


